28                                   INTRODUCTION.

these Izads1 said, " 0 friends in mutual pain, and
faithful wanderers over the world ! we four {wrsons,
by the revolution of the heavens, and changes of day
and night, with dust on our heads, have wandered for
some time, from door to door. God be praised, that
by the aid of our good fortune, and the decree of fate,
we have to-day met each other on this spot, The
events of to-morrow are not in the least known, nor
what will happen; whether we remain together, or
become totally separated ; the night is a heavy load,*
and to retire to sleep so early is not salutary. It is
far better that we relate, each on his own part, the
events which have passed over our heads in this
world, without admitting a particle of untruth [in our
narrations ;] then the night will pass away in words,
and when little of it remains, let us retire to rest/'
They all replied, " 0 leader, we agree to whatever you
command. First you begin your own history, and
relate what you have seen ; then shall we be eciifieci"

3 The term Azad, " free, or independent," is applied to ft        of
weshes who shave the beard, eyelashes and eyebrows.   They vow rkaniity
and a holy life, but consider themselves exempt from nil
vanccs of the Mukcmmadan religion.

* Literally, " is an immense mountain."